ADVENTUROUS TRAVELLER

ambition to overtop all previous welcomes was the
mammoth organ which was built to be played in the
open air. Magnificently careless gesture ! Fine weather
had set in : they would have organ music out of doors
(as lesser mortals take tea out of doors), and with it
would shake the earth and rend the heavens. After all,
the instrument could be easily dismantled when the
rainy season set in. For big thinking the Babylonians
could hardly have beaten that.

The Prince was now living in a world of fantasy,
passing from one tremendous exhibition of high spirits
to another. But he had probably never been so far from
reality as when he was greeted by the Hawaiian islanders.
After seeing the commercialisation of those islands,
with their grass-skirted maidens and their languorous
guitars, by the dance-music racket, it is difficult for
any who have not been there to conceive the poetry of
native custom and environment. To the Prince the
girls brought fruit offerings ; they decked him with
garlands of flowers. The air was filled with the playing
of little fountains of music. For a young man who was
carrying out the sternly realistic duties of imperial
ambassador this was dangerously idyllic interlude.

Before leaving the islands the Prince took advantage
of the surf riding which the Bay of Waikiki offers, and
enjoyed the sport all the more for a few accidents and
immersions. On the way to Fiji he was required to
suffer the ordeal of "crossing the line." Ordeal is not
too strong a word for this curious ritual. Its rigours
make the accolade by which a man was dubbed Knight
seem like a pleasant nursery game. The Companionship
of the Royal Order of the Equatorial Bath cannot be
conferred until the subject consents to be lathered "in
the traditional manner/' traditional meaning rough, and
manner meaning just anyhow. A photograph of the
ceremony shows the Prince facing it like a man. The
ode to King Neptune which was specially composed for
this occasion is apparently undiscoverable in its entirety.
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